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Nanak, a Hindu by birth, was frequently ad-
dressed aa a Darwesh and associated much with
Muhammadans.

Early Christian influences in Northern India.

There have been Christians in Southern India
from early days and it is quite possible that Hindu re-
formers, such as Sankaracharyaand R^manuja, came
in contact with them. The former was possibly
indebted to Christianity for som'e part of his re-
forming zeal, while Ramanuja and his disciple Rama-
nand1 seem also to have been influenced by Chris-
tian teaching. From ancient times the more reli-
giously disposed Hindus have been accustomed to
viait places of pilgrimage in all parts of the country
and when on pilgrimage to converse freely with all
who enjoyed a reputation for spiritual enlighten-
ment. Christian thought, in varying degrees of
purity, may in this way have penetrated regions
unvisited by professing Christians.^

The first Roman Catholic missionary to India
of whose work we have any account was Friar
Jordanus of the Dominican Order. He visited the
east in 1321-3 and again in 1330. He mentioned
Surat, Baroch and Quilon as places well suited to
become centres of Missionary effort. The Inquisi-"
tion, established at Goa in 1560^ punished Muham-

(1) lu describing JRfoianaud as a disciple of Himamija
I do not wiah to imply that the two were contemporaneou&.
All that is certain is that JRanianaiid belonged originally to
the School of lUmaiilSja.

(2) For further iEformafcinn on this subject &ee Dr.
Gnerf-on's lecture on ^/ode/'n Jfindu.i^t and Its deU fft tfie
J^estaflaw.